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Duro-Flexile Binding. 


rHE BINDING THAT SUCCESSFULLY COPES 
WITH THE NECESSITIES OF MODERN BOOKS 








Chivers’ Duro-Flexile is a binding peculiarly adaptable 
to the particular needs of each particular book—a necessity 
involved by the extremes of quality in modern papers—and 
it successfully deals with many of the faults arising from 
the use of inferior papers. 


A A A 


Consideration of this point is of vital importance in 
effective binding, as it means not only longer life and 
increased number of issues, but a saving in the cost of 
books. 


A A A 


It has consequently greater claims to the Librarian’s 
attention than many so called “strong bindings,” which, 
ignoring the variations of qualities in paper, are used 
without discrimination for widely different books. 

A « ° A 

It will stand the most sévere handling to which a 

present-day Lending Library book is subjected. 
A * A A 

CHIVERS’ DURO-FLEXILE BINDING is based on 
intelligent, prolonged and world-wide experience. It greatly 
lengthens the life of a book however bad its paper may be. 
It increases the number of issues, and ensures the book’s 
usefulness to its possible limit. 
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edric Chivers, L**: Fublic Library 


PORTWAY, BATH. 








Annual Subscription, including postage to any address, either at heme or abvoad, 4s. 
. Entered at Stationers' Hall and at New York Post Office as Second Class Matter, No. 216. 








Cibrary Bookbindina. 


B. RILEY & CO., Ltd., 


Library Binders and Specialists, 
SUPPLY TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
THE BEST VALUE OBTAINABLE IN LIBRARY BINDING 








New. Books and Re-placements supplied, bound direct from 
the Publisher’s* Sheets, in Pigskin, Pegamoid, or Washable Cloth. 
334 per cent. allowed off Published Price of New Books. 


Our flexible Pigskin Binding is in use in upwards of 100 Public 
Libraries in the Country. 


New Catalogue of Standard Fiction.. Price Lists for Re-bind- 
ing and Samples to be had free on application to 


B. RILEY & CO., Ltd., Bookbinders, 


FOX STREET, HUDDERSFIELD. 
London Office: 376, Strand, W.C. 





Before placing your Orders for 
New or Second-hand Books 








Kindly send us your List of Wants to 
report upon, as we may have some you 
require. 








OUR AUTUMN SALE LIST IS NOW READY. 








DAY’S LIBRARY, Lta. 


(Established 1776), 


96, MOUNT STREET, LONDON, W. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The next Meeting will be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on Wednesday, 12th January, at 7.30 p.m., when a discussion 
will be opened in a paper entitled ‘‘ REFERENCE LiBRARY 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE,’’ by MR. B. CARTER, Borough 
Librarian of Kingston-upon-Thames. Mr. BERNARD KETTLE, 
of the Guildhall Library, will preside. 

Prior to the Meeting refreshments will be served, and there 
will be an exhibition of best books of the month. 


THE WEST OF SCOTLAND ASSOCIATION OF 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


The Fourth Meeting of the Session will be held on Thursday, 
20th January, 1916, at 7.30 p.m. The meeting place will be the 
Lecture Hall, The Royal Technical College, Ceorge Street, 
Glasgow, and an address, entitled ‘‘ THE LITERATURE OF 
EFFIcIENCcY,’’ will be delivered by MR. W. JNO. PHILLIPS 
(Govanhill District Library, Glasgow). It is hoped that there 
will be a good attendance of members and friends. 

The College possesses several large and important collections of books, 
including the Library of Professor Anderson, founder of Anderson’s College ; 
the Musical Library of William Euing, the founder of the Euing Lecture- 
ship; the Mathematical Library of Dr. Alexander Laing, Professor of 
Mathematics in Anderson’s College from 1846 to 1880; a large collection 
of early books on Chemistry, formed by James Young, LL.D., F.R.S., 
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founder of the Young Chair of Technical Chemistry; the general libraries 
formed by the Managers of Anderson’s College, the Mechanics’ Institution, 
and the College of Science and Arts. 


EDITORIAL. 


Creetings.—We wish all members and friends of the L.A.A. 
a very Happy New Year. The wish is no mere empty phrase, but 
springs from the very depths of our hearts. The past year 
has been far from a happy one for any of us, and no one will be 
sorry that 1915 has come to an end. The ensuing year, we are 
confident, will see the end of this terrible war, and we look for- 
ward to the not distant future when those of our members who 
are now with His Majesty’s Forces will once more be with us. 
Our warmest greetings go out to these brave men. When they 
return ours will be the duty to see that their welcome home is all 
that it deserves to be. 

The Library Assistants’ Association and the War.—The 
measure of our incapacity to realise the true meaning of the word 
‘* economy ’’ is doubtless the reason for many of the small re- 
trenchments to be observed on all sides. The decision of one 
library authority to discontinue its subscription to the Library 
Assistant (4/- per annum) during the period of the War is a 
case in point. At a time when economy is being preached, if not 
practised, from high quarters this may not be altogether surpris- 
ing, but it cannot be reiterated too often that ‘‘ saving’’ and 
“* economy ”’ are not synonymous terms. Signs are not wanting 
that some members of the L.A.A. in their efforts to meet the 
present financial stress are inclined to relinquish their member- 
ship of the Association. We should like to take this opportunity 
of reminding those who are contemplating this step that one of 
the aftermaths of the War will assuredly be a disposition on 
the part of library authorities to continue the employment of some 
of the untrained officers, whose services have been necessitated 
by the exigencies of the military situation. Already several 
bad cases have come to our notice, and although the present is 
not considered an opportune time to protest against these in- 
justices, it is quite certain that the welfare of library assistants 
in the future will require the existence of a strong association 
to champion their cause. We therefore appeal earnestly to our 
members to keep up their subscriptions, even at the cost of some 
personal sacrifice, in order that the Association may be main- 
tained at its present level. Our funds are being depleted in a 
serious manner by the large number of members now on active 
service, and the Council trust that those who are left behind will 
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see that our work is not entirely crippled through lack of funds. 
At their last meeting theHon. Treasurer presented a report on the 
financial condition of the Association, which is causing him some 
anxiety, and it was decided to make a direct appeal to all library 
assistants to rally to the cause in large numbers, in order that 
the Council may continue its work at full pressure. Now is the 
time to make arrangements for future propaganda, but this can- 
not be done unless our financial position is assured. We invite all 
assistants who are not enrolled as members of the Association 
to apply to the Hon. Secretary for an application form without 
delay. W.G.C. 


Recent Appointments.—In spite of the unjustifiable attacks 
now being made, in the name of economy, in various places on 
public libraries, and the regrettable and ill-considered actions of 
certain authorities in curtailing unnecessarily library incomes, 
hours, staffs, and privileges, it is distinctly encouraging to re- 
member the decisions of the Manchester, Croydon and Wallasey 
Councils. The decision of the Manchester Council to go forward 
with the appointment of a Deputy Chief Librarian was unwaver- 
ing, in spite of the rather unwise interference of the Local 
Government Board. At Croydon, in opposition to the decision 
of the Libraries Committee, a motion, ‘‘ That the vacant position 
of Chief Librarian shall not be filled until the present war is 
over,’’ was defeated, 20 votes being recorded for the motion and 
30 against. Incidentally we offer our warmest congratulations to 
Mr. Sayers, the new Chief Librarian of Croydon. At Wallasey 
the Libraries Committee adopted a_ resolution proposed 
by the Mayor, that for the present a Librarian should not be 
appointed, but that the work should be carried on by a rota con- 
sisting of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and two members of 
the Committee, with power to co-opt two more members. In 
the course of discussion one member innocently: remarked that 
“* with the exception of the technical work of classification, which 
was very intricate, he thought they could manage.’’ Fortunately 
the Wallasey Council showed more judgment than the Libraries 
Committee, and referred this resolution back for further con- 
sideration, with the result that at a subsequent meeting of the 
Libraries Committee it was resolved to rescind the resolution and 
to appoint, subject to the approval of the Council, Mr. William 
Wilson, of Darlington, as Chief Librarian. Evidently the Man- 
chester,Croydon and WallaseyCouncils do not want to meet after 
the War the heavy expenditure that would inevitably be incurred 
by allowing their library systems to be starved for a protracted 
period. A recent correspondent, in reporting an unusually 
despicable action on the part of the Libraries Committee of a 
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small local authority, asks whether librarianship is worth work- 
ing for, ‘‘ as committees are rarely guided by merit in the choice 
of officers.’’ It seems to us that this is a rather unfortunate 
attitude to adopt just now. The public library, as one of the 
greatest of modern educational forces, is decidedly worth 
working and fighting for, and as the guiding factor of the 
movement our profession must be organised to the highest 
degree of efficiency. With increased efficiency in the profession 
will come improved conditions for librarians. It is our first duty 
to our brave colleagues at the front to see that the profession 
moves forward and is not allowed to look back in their absence. 
To misguided economists we may quote the wise remarks of the 
Saturday Review: ‘‘ It will not materially help the country 
financially to economise in things of the mind—in good print, in 
music, or in any of the things which give a genuine grace and 
dignity to life. The financial results of such economy are small, 
and they are tremendously outweighed by the irreparable loss 
to the country of intellectual force and of means by which a 
nation’s spirit is kept alive and fresh. More especially let Eng- 
lish literature be the last thing to be cut out of the list of neces- 
sary things. Those who think of literature as a mere luxury, to 
be cut down with as little compunction as petrol or asparagus, 
are exceedingly ill-advised. They can have very little idea as to 
what precisely it is we are fighting to preserve.’’ With such 
views as this before us, and by regarding our profession in the 
right spirit, we need not fear that small minority of committee 
and council members whose unscrupulous moral ideas suggest a 
strange affinity with the forces that England is now engaged in 
crushing. Writing of professional efficiency, reminds us that in 
spite of the War the Reading Libraries Committee is still able to 
consider the education and welfare of its staff. With a view 
to encouraging its staff to join the L.A. Correspondence 
Classes, the Committee have decided: (1) To pay the entrance 
fees of all assistants joining the classes; (2) that assistants 
gaining certificates shall receive special consideration with re- 
spect to increases of salary; and (3) that each assistant on re- 
ceipt of a certificate shall be paid a small gratuity of two guineas. 

Council Vacancy Filled.—The Council vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Mr. C. H. R. Peach was filled at the December 
meeting. No other nominations having been received, Miss 
E. M. Darling, of the Chelsea Public Library, was declared duly 
elected. We tender to Miss Darling, on behalf of the Council, 
a hearty welcome to the Council Meetings. The accession of 
another woman councillor is especially welcome just now, when 
women are playing such an important part in the business and 
professional life of the country. 











5 


Honorary Fellowship Conferred on Mr. Coutts.—We are 
quite sure that all of our members will be pleased to hear that, 
at its December meeting, the Council unanimously decided to 
confer the Honorary Fellowship of the Association on Mr. 
Coutts. Mr. Coutts has been a member of the Council since 
June, 1905, and many valuable papers by him have appeared in 
the Assistant at various times. He was Vice-President 
from July, 1907, to June, 1909; Honorary Secretary, July, 1909, 
to June, 1912; and President, July, 1912, to June, 1914. For 
many years he has devoted his energies whole-heartedly to the 
interests of the Association, and those members who had the 
pleasure of meeting him will all retain memories of his genial 
and kindly manner. Unfortunately Mr. Coutts’ health has been 
very bad during the past year. After a course of treatment 
at Midhurst Sanatorium Mr. Coutts has returned to Croydon to 
recruit his health, and we are glad to be able to say that he is 
making progress. Temporarily he has severed his connection 
with library work, but hopes to return to the occupation, in 
which he has proved himself so capable, as soon as health per- 
mits. 


Mr. H. C. Sureties.—Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to 
Mr. Sureties in his bereavement and in his protracted illness. 
He writes: ‘* The death of my dear father, my own illness, and 
other family troubles, will make 1915 a sad reflection for me.”’ 
Mr. Sureties, who is still in Guy’s Hospital (St. Thomas’s 
Street, London, S.E., Addison Ward), unfortunately had a 
relapse just as he was expecting to go home for Christmas. 
We sincerely trust that Mr. Sureties’ progress towards better 
health will not be delayed for long, and that his recovery will be 
speedy and complete. To Mrs. Sureties also we extend our 
sympathy for the trial she is now undergoing. 


The New Session.—The advent of the Lent Session provides 
us with a favourable opportunity of drawing the attention of 
chairmen and readers of papers to the resolution, passed by a 
Joint Committee of the two Associations on 21st July, 1915, 
which reads as follows :—‘‘ That readers of papers be allowed 
a maximum time of half an hour and speakers a maximum of ten 
minutes.’’ In these times of darkened streets and curtailed 
means of communication, we think that an endeavour should be 
made to close our meetings certainly not later than 9.30 p.m., 
in order that members who have considerable distances to go, 
may reach home at a reasonable hour. If this can be done, 
it will, we think, result in larger attendances at our meetings, 
particularly on the part of our women members. 
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L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR. 


Birmingham: H. M. Casumore ( ). 

Bolton: W. Biackspurn (R.A.M.C., St. John Section) ; W. E. 
WorraLt (A.S.C.). 

East Ham: J. W. GarDENER (Royal Fusiliers) . 

Fulham: W. J. Burcu (Coldstream Guards) ; W. G. SanrorpD 
(R.G.A., Spanish Batt.) . 

Hampstead: Georce Bennett (Royal Engineers) . 

Lambeth: E. L. Grant (Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment) . 

London Library: G. Bunce and A. E. Kine (Cyclists, 25th 
London); D. Ketty and Lance-Corporal E. NEWMAN 
(Queen’s Westminsters) . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne: C. Buck and A. P. Jorpan (both 3lst S. 
Northumberland Fusiliers: Commercials); R. Muris 
(Royal Naval Auxiliary Sick Berth Reserve). 

Stoke Newington: C. W. Beprorp (Royal Flying Corps) ; 
Victor Hinton (London Rifle Brigade). 


Lance-Corporal T. B. Storey, 2/2nd London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 
died on active service on November 16th. Mr. Storey, who leaves a widow 
and three young children, is the third member of the Westminster Libraries 
staff who has died in action. 


With the kindly thought so characteristic of him, Mr. 
Mac Alister despatched a copy of the following Christmas 
message to each member of the profession now serving with the 
Forces. Wherever it has been received Mr. Mac Alister’s letter 
is being treasured. It is impossible to realise the sentiments 
it so nobly expresses without being reminded of the generous 
and warm-hearted nature of the writer, his genial personality, 
and the pleasure and profit that so many of us have derived from 
our friendship with him. 

Caxton HALL, 
WESTMINSTER, S.W., 
21st December, 1915. 
DEAR CONFRERE, 

The coming Christmas, which finds you under arms, gives 
me the chance of sending you a message on behalf of those 
Members of the Library Association who are at home and in 
safety, to tell you what is in all our hearts to-day. 

We want you to know how profound is our admiration and 
respect for those who have left the safe and comfortable ways of 
peace, and have freely and gladly taken upon them the labours, 
the hardships, and the dangers of War, and in a special degree 
for those of our own calling. 
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You who have joined the British Forces hold a place of 
honour in the noblest chapter of the Empire’s history—that 
great Rally in the cause of freedom and right which assures the 
downfall of German Militarism, the most complete organized 
immorality that has ever threatened European civilization and 
the happiness of the world. 

A German who hated Prussianism with all his heart called 
himself ‘‘ a soldier in the Liberation War of Humanity.’’ We 
claim that splendid title for you, and for all your comrades, and 
we have the most perfect faith, that, however long the struggle 
may be, it can only have one end—the vindication of the Cause 
to which you have dedicated your courage and your lives. 

We send you our warmest greetings, and heart-felt wishes 
for your safe return. 

Believe me, 
Yours sincerely and fraternally, 
J. Y¥. W. MAC ALISTER, 
President. 


THE ST. BRIDE TECHNICAL LIBRARY. 


A TYPOGRAPHICAL LIBRARY: ITS METHODS AND 
CLASSIFICATION.* 
By R. A. Peppir, Librarian, St. Bride Typographical Library. 


The foundation of this collection of books, pamphlets, and 
prints relating to, or illustrating the art of printing in all its 
branches, is to be sought for in the fact that Mr. William Blades, 
the author of the biography of Caxton, died in April, 1890, and 
it was shortly afterwards announced that his library might be 
sold. This came to the knowledge of Mr. Drummond, our 
Chairman to-night, and although this Institute was not built 
and the Governors not elected, he took steps that resulted in 
the Blades Library being acquired for the St. Bride Institute, 
which was intended to be and has proved itself to be, a centre 
for the main activities of the printing world. The Blades 
Library, however, with its three or four thousand books and 
pamphlets was found to stop short just where strength was re- 
quired, in modern text books of the art and the more recent 
historical work. Again Mr. Drummond came to the rescue and 
induced Mr. Passmore Edwards, a gentleman who was rather 
prominent in the pre-Carnegie days, to give a large cheque for 
the express purpose of buying such modern works as were 
required to bring the Library up-to-date. The books purchased 











* A paper read before a joint meeting of the L.A. and L.A.A. on Wednesday, 
8th December, 1915, at the St. Bride Institute. 





with this money were catalogued by Mr. John Southward, 
assisted by Mr. F. W. T. Lange, and this catalogue was issued 
in 1897. It contained some 2,000 volumes. In 1899 the Blades 
Library Catalogue, by the same authors, was issued. In the 
foliowing year, 1900, the library of Talbot Baines Reed, the 
author of ‘‘ Old English Type Foundries,’’ was acquired, Mr. 
Drummond having been able to induce Mr. Passmore Edwards 
to purchase and present it to the Institute. In 1902-3 two con- 
siderable accessions were received, one the working library of 
Mr. John Southward, the author of the principal English text 
book on printing, and the other the technical section of the 
Library of the Society of Compositors. I may add that these 
two donations were due to Mr. Drummond, who, in fact, has 
been responsible for a very large part, if not all, of the special 
accessions to the Library. 

It soon became apparent that the Library had passed the 
point where it could be called a mere collection of books on 
printing, and that it was rapidly assuming the character of a 
special library of the printing arts. The practice of consider- 
ing the value of a suggested accession was replaced by the 
question whether or not it was in the Library. This process 
has gone on until we can say, without much fear of contradiction, 
that as a Library of works on practical typography we have no 
superior and hardly an equal. 

In the scientific building up of the Library, considering it 
now as a special library, we had three points of view to con- 
sider. First and most important: the practical side of the 
printing arts; secondly, the history of their origin and develop- 
ment ; and thirdly, the collection of specimens, illustrating both 
the practice and the history. If I now proceed to give an account 
of our present methods you will be able to see how we have 
dealt with each of these three points of view. 

The Library may be considered as consisting of books, 
pamphlets, single sheets, prints (specimens), pictures (illus- 
trative material, machines, etc.), newspaper cuttings. 

Books are dealt with in the ordinary way. Owing to lack of 
space a fixed location is used, with a location book referri: 
from the accession number. Pamphlets are shelved in rou; 
boxes of two sizes and entered in the location book. Pamphiets 
are defined as paper covered works too thin to stand on a shelf. 
Single sheets are fastened on to mounting paper either by hinges 
or by pasting down, according to the importance of the item. 
Prints are hinged on to mounting boards, like the mounting 
paper, of an olive green tint. Pictures of machines and other 
such material are pasted down on similar paper. We use three 
sizes of mounting boards, 1€@-in. by 12-in., 214-in. by 164-in., 






4 
; 


Pe ace ate 












The Bedford Binding. 





OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 
is the latest and improved style without over- 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


For STUDY & RECREATION 
Including— 

LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL. 

and all other subjects. 


Jver 1,000,000 a - in stock. SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES New 25 per cent. 
discount. Catalogue No. 943 Free. State Wants. 
uibrary Keplacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 


have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on approval. BOOKS BOUGHT. 











» & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road 


Telegrams: ‘ Foylibra,’ London. LONDON, W.C. 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Preliminary Test for candidates intending to sit at the next examina- 
tions in May, 1916, will be held on Wednesday, 19th January, 1916, at 2 p.m., 
at Caxton Hail, S.W., and at various provincial centres. The last date of 
entry is 23rd December, 1915. Full particulars on application to Ernest aA, 
Baker, M.A., D.Lit., Hon. Secretary, Education Committee, Caxton Hak, 


Westminster, S.W. 














East Ham Bookbinding Works, 


WALTER NEWBURY 
PUBLIC: LIBRARY: BINDER | 
of BOOKS BOUND 
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) GUARANTEED ACCORDING TO SOCIETY OF ARTS 
ES, RECOMMENDATION. 
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Plashet Lane and Elizabeth Road, East Ham, Essex. 


























The Essential Points of a 
Good Library Binding—— 


DURABILITY in Service. 
FLEXIBILITY in Use. 
RELIABILITY in Materials. 
CHEAPNESS in Price. 
NEATNESS in Appearance. 





These are some of the Essentials found in the 


STANDARD LIBRARY BINDING. 


Your Enquiries will be esteemed. 


STANDARD BINDING CO. 


SCOTLAND ROAD, WARRINGTON. 























IMPORTANT NOTICE TO LIBRARIANS 








Remarkable Revolution 
in Magazine Reading Cases 


NO WEAR, NO TEAR, NO CARE: 


To compare the *DUNNWEL” PERMANENT Magazine Reading 
Cases with those presently in use is like comparing an ordinary light with an 
electric light. 

The ‘‘DUNNWEL” PERMANENT Magazine Reading Cases are 
made of **VENESTA” in FIGURED OAK, and the boards are connected 
to a rigid back by brass hinges of a special construction. 

The boards, though made of 3 separate plies, are only 4-in. in thickness 
and are exceptionally light in weight; THEY DO NOT REQUIRE ANY 
OUTSIDE COVERING, and as the grains of the plies run in opposite 
directions they will not warp nor split, and cannot be excelled for strength. 

The cords securing the magazine are passed through holes in the centre 
plate of hinges, and through the rigid back, and are prevented from cutting into 
the ends of magazines of more than one section by means of a brass bar, 
which is rivetted to the centre plate of hinges, immediately below the holes 
which receive the cords. 

TheTITLESare madeof GRAINED IVORINE, PERMANENTLY 
PRINTED in black on white ground, and are washable; they may be fixed to 
the outside of the case, or they may be countersunk as desired. 


The ** DUNNWEL” PERMANENT Reading Cases ARE WEAR- 
LESS AND TEARLESS. There is nothing about their construction that 
can fray or get cut up, nor do they attract dirt or become shabby in appearance. 


The ‘‘DUNNWEL’’ Permanent Reading Cases 


Have three outstanding recommendations, as follows :— 


lst. They are Hygienic and Antiseptic. 
2nd. They are always Fresh in Appearance. 
3rd. They are permanent. 

The cases are supplied in FUMED OAK, treated by an antiseptic 


process. They are also made with leather backs of either a flexible or rigid 
construction. 

















A sample set of cases sent on approbation with list of prices, carriage free. 


British Patent No. 14,702. 
Application Filed for U.S.A., Patent No. 34,310/15. 
Patent applied for, for Case with leather back construction, No. 12,496. 











NOTE THE ADDRESS: 


DUNN & WILSON, 


LIBRARY REBINDERS, 
Kirk Wynd, Falkirk, Scotland 








Library Assistants’ Association Series. 


No. 1. 


No. 2. 


No. 3. 


No. 4. 


No. 5. 


No. 6. 


No. 7. 





The Grammar of Classification. By W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of the Croydon Public 
Libraries. Price six-pence. 

Libraries in Rural Districts. By Harry Farr, Chief 


Librarian of the Cardiff Public Libraries. 
Price three- pence. 


The Development of Notation in Classification. By H. 
RUTHERFORD PuRNBLL, Librarian of the Public Library 
of South Australia. Pormerly Honorary Editor of 
“ The Library Assistant.” Price three-pence. 


L.A.A. Report on the Hours, Salaries, Training, and Con- 
ditions of Service of Assistants in British Municipal 
Libraries. Price six- pence. 

Ideals: Old and New. An Address to Young Librarians. 
By E. WynpHam Hume, B.A., Librarian of the Patent 
Office Library. Price three- pence. 

The Library Committee: Its Character and Work. By 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of 
the Croydon Public Libraries. Price three-pence. 

First Steps in Library Routine. By Wi ttiam Benson 
THORNE, Honorary Secretary of the L.A.A. 

Price Threepence, 


To be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, Bromley Library» 
Brunswick Road, Poplar, E. Postage on Nos. 1-7 one penny each 


extra. 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS FOR 1916 EXAMINATION. 


Section I. Literary History—The Romantic Movement in English Literature 


Il. 


Ill. 


IV. 


Vy 


during the eighteenth century. 

Bibliography—A Bibliography of Printing to 1640, with an essay 
on the influence on the national literature of the introduction 
of printing into England. 


Classification—A critical comparison of the various methods that 
have been proposed for the classification of pure literature. 
i.e., the form-class literature. 


Cataloguing—The use and abuse of annotation. 
Library Organisation—The Libraries of Belgium. 


Library Routine—Library Service in war-time. 
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and 36-in. by 24-in., and two sizes of paper, 16-in. by 12-in. and 
12-in. by 8-in. The whole of these collections (with the excep- 
tion of the 36-in. by 24-in. cards) are shelved in boxes, similar 
to those shown, and will ultimately be classified in accordance 
with the general scheme of the Library. 

The Catalogue of the Library is in two forms, viz., Author 
and Class. The slips are duplicates of each other. The Author 
Catalogue is in process of printing. It is entirely in type and 
will form a volume of about 1,000 pages. The Class Catalogue 
is in process of revision and a new Card Catalogue will be 
made when the printing of the Author section is complete. The 
classitication now used is the fourth revision in the last 13 years. 
It is based on that used by the Grolier Club of New York, with 
considerable modifications on the practical side. My reason for 
adopting this in my new revision is that having used it in its 
old form for some ten years, I have found it quite satisfactory 
as a basis and have only found myself obliged to let it out here 
and there in order to fit it to our growing needs. The main 
feature of the classification is that it is decimal, and of course 
owes much to the Dewey method. I attempted to fix a new 
notation on it, but failed entirely. 

The main division are :— 

0. Bibliography. 
1. The Book. 
Writing. 


3. Typography. 

4. Illustration and Engraving. 

5. Bookbinding. 

6. Ex libris, etc., Marks of Ownership. 


The other three main classes are used in the Grolier Club 
system for books on non-technical subjects. With us a book, 
if not definitely on one of our special subjects, becomes, if it is 
worth keeping at all, a specimen of printing, or illustration, or 
bookbinding, and is classed accordingly. 

Many subjects need to be sub-divided geographically, and 
here I depart from the Dewey method. My table of countries 
is arranged according to the date of the introduction of printing 
and they therefore come in the following order :— 

Germany. 

Italy. 

Switzerland. 

France. 

Low Countries. 
Austria-Hungary. 

Spain and Portugal. 
Great Britain and Ireland. 
Other Countries. 


f. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
ys 
8. 
9. 
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I have attempted in the General Table of the Classification 
to give a place for every subject on which books or articles 
may be written. As we catalogue articles in the trade press and 
consider this an important feature of the Catalogue, it is neces- 
sary to make provision for bringing to light information on quite 
small points in connection with the craft. 

To illustrate the method of the classification : an Australian 
type founder’s specimen book issued since 1900 will have the 
number 352.4694. This number is easily analysed. 3 is 
typography, 35 practical typography, 352 type, 352.4 type 
founder’s specimen books, 352.46 of the 20th century, 352.4694 
of Australia. 

The main sub-divisions of class 3, Typography, will perhaps 

be interesting : 


30. General Works. 

31. History, General. 

32. History, Local. 

33. History, Miscellaneous. 
331. Special Types. Hebrew, etc. 
332. Parts of the Book. Title pages, etc. 
333. Private Presses. 


34. Examples of Typography. 

35. Practical Typography. 

36. Presses and Machines. 

37. Various Processes. Inkless Printing, Printing 
for Blind, etc. 

38. Typographical design. 

39. Administration. 


It will be seen from these specimens that the Classification 
allows of considerable scope in sub-division. Ultimately I hope 
to be able to arrange the whole of the collection of prints and 
other illustrative matter in systematic order. In fact a start 
has been made and a large amount would have been accom- 
plished by this time if it had not been for the War. The mass 
of material is roughly arranged in boxes and can be got at with- 
out much difficulty, but it will be much more valuable to students 
when finally arranged. 

I may now refer to one or two special collections. One is 
our series of facsimiles of the types of the early printers. We 
possess the works of the Type Facsimile Society, the 
Gesellschaft fiir Typenkunde, and other similar series of 
facsimiles. These have been uniformly mounted on our 214-in. 
by 164-in. mounting boards to the number of over one thousand. 
They are classified by countries and towns and printers. I have 
incorporated with the collection a considerable number of actual 
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leaves from early printed books, and the whole collection affords 
a valuable aid to the student who wishes to identify an early 
printed book or to study the works of any particular printer. 
I do not think such another collection exists arranged in this 
manner or at any rate not one available to the student. 

Another special collection is a series of pictures of printing 
machines, one box of which I show. This numbers some 1,500 
items and has already proved its value as an historical document. 

Of our collection of early printed books I need say little, 
as a catalogue was issued some years ago. Suffice it to say 
that we have about 100 books printed before 1501, some of 
which are exceedingly rare. They are mostly in good condition 
and several in their original bindings. 

The collection of periodicals is worth more than a passing 
reference. From the establishment of the Library it has always 
been the policy of those responsible to develop and complete the 
files of the printing and paper trade periodicals, with the result 
that most of the important journals are complete from the com- 
mencement, and that with one periodical or another we cover the 
whole period in most countries from the beginning of printing 
trade journalism. I need not point out that in a special library 
the periodicals are often the most important section. The latest 
information, the picture of the last invented machine, are found 
in the trade paper, and when indexed the material contained in 
them is exceedingly valuable. We cannot do more than catalogue 
the articles of some length. This we do for the journals which 
we consider of importance for our readers. It is possible in 
the future that a system of cuttings from duplicate copies of 
the trade papers may be attempted, and this would probably 
bring to light a mass of information on minute points that the 
text books do not deal with. 


There are at least two points upon which I should be glad 
to have suggestions. I have solved a good many problems in 
storage of various kinds of material, but two classes, news- 
papers and posters, appear to me to be very difficult to handle 
and store. If a library has unlimited funds I suppose that 
there would be little difficulty in mounting posters on linen and 
then rolling them. But this process is very expensive and even 
when done the problem of storage arises. As to newspapers 
and periodicals (I do not mean files but specimen copies) there 
is a vertical filing system which M. Otlet showed me at Brussels, 
but this required the papers folded to a uniform size, and on 
that account did not appeal to me. There may be methods of 
dealing with these problems, but they have not occurred to me 
yet. 








12 


Finally let me sum up the position of our Library. We aim 
to be the depository of all information, historical and practical, 
relating to printing and its kindred arts. From the history 
of the first productions of the press to the description of the 
latest improvement in type-casting machines we attempt to 
secure it all, and hold it for the benefit and instruction of all. 

The printer, who is beginning to ask ‘‘ Why? ”’ when told 
his book margins must be of certain proportions, can learn in 
this Library the reason, and his colleague who wishes to know 
who makes a certain machine can also solve his problem. 

With something over 30,000 volumes and pamphlets and 
many thousands of prints, broadsides, and cuttings, the Library 
can claim to take its place as a special library of no mean 
capacity in the rapidly growing list of such institutions. 


THE LIBRARY OF THE BUREAU OF RAILWAY 
ECONOMICS AT WASHINGTON. 
A CORRECTION. 

Mr. Richard H. Johnston, Librarian of the Bureau, has 
courteously drawn our attention to an inaccuracy on page 159 
of the October, 1915, ‘‘ Assistant,’” in which Mr. Wyndham 
Morgan, writing on ‘‘ Special Reference Work and the Municipal 
Reference Library,’’ erroneously refers to the Bureau as the 
‘* Bureau of Economics at Chicago ’’ and states that it was estab- 
lished by the United States Railway in 1910. The correct title 
and location of the Bureau are given above. It was inaugurated 
by the railways of the United States ‘‘ for the scientific study 
of transportation problems,’’ and the organisation and mainten- 
ance of its special library, which was established on Ist August, 
1910, followed as a matter of course. In January, 1915, the 
Library contained approximately 40,000  items—books, 
pamphlets, magazine excerpts, and maps. The Library and its 
work is fully described in ‘‘ Special Libraries,’’ January, 1915. 


PROCEEDINGS. 
DECEMBER JOINT MEETING. 


The Third Joint Mecting with the L.A. for this Session was 1 yn 
Wednesday evening, 8th December, at the Typographical Library of the 
St. Bride Foundation Institute. 

About thirty members and friends of the two Associations attended, 
and the chair was occupied by Mr. C. J. Drummond, J.P., Chairman 
of the Governors. 

Dr. Baker announced that only one nomination had been receit 
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the vacancy on the L.A.A. Council, occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
C. H. R. Peach, viz., that of Miss E. M. Darling, of Chelsea. Miss E. M. 
Darling was thereupon declared elected. 

Mr. R. A. Peddie, Librarian of the Typographical Library, read an 
instructive paper, entitled *‘ A Typographical Library: Its Methods and 
Classification.’”” Mr. Peddie dealt at length with the origin, contents, 
catalogues, classification and practical methods in use at the St. Bride 
Typographical Library. The paper, which is printed on pages 7-12, was 
illustrated by specimen forms, boxes, etc. 

Mr. Wharton (British Museum) in opening the discussion, said that 
there was a remarkable collection of cuttings and similar material, in- 
cluding specimens of Slavonic and other alien newspapers published in 
America, in the library of the Czech-American Ladies’ Club attached to 
and associated with the Museum founded by the late Dr. Vojta Naprstek, 
and left by him to the city of Prague. It covers woman suffrage, franchise 
questions generally, Bohemian and U.S.A. politics, etc. Besides this, there 
is a very remarkable collection of Oriental books on the same and other 
subjects. The cuttings are preserved in scrap-books, and arranged in 
classified order. The literature of the whole world is laid under contribution. 

Mr. Jones (Dr. Williams’s Library) enquired if any attempt had been 
made to index or classify specimens of actual type. Mr. Peddie replied 
in the negative, stating that the Library possessed an excellent collection 
of typographical facsimiles, and that Haebler’s ‘*Typenrepertorium”’ formed 
a convenient index to these specimens. 

Mr. W. J. Harris (Islington) wished to be informed as to the present 
existence of a multi-colour process, seen by him in Aldersgate Street about 
twelve years ago. It was then used for reproducing illustrations in ‘* Black 
and White,’’ and was expected to revolutionise the art of colour printing. 
Mr. Peddie said that there had been two attempts to put the Orloff machine 
on the market, neither of which had succeeded. A wonderful machine, it 
is used successfully in the State Paper Office at Petrograd for the 
production of bank-notes, and was brought over here by a syndicate about 
twelve years ago. Either before or after there was another attempt to put 
it on the market. 

Mr. W. B. Thorne (Poplar) asked how the prints and illustrations were 
attached to the mounts. Mr. Peddie replied that adhesive paper was for- 
merly used, but linen had since been adopted as more permanent and satis- 
factory. 

Mr. W. J. Harris moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Peddie for his 
paper, to Mr. Drummond for kindly presiding, and to the Governors of the 
Foundation for permission to meet at the St. Bride Institute. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. W. B. Thorne, Hon. Secretary of the L.A.A. 

In replying, Mr. Peddie reminded his audience that the Library included 
sections devoted to bibliography and library history, which would serve as 
a useful supplement to the Libraries of the L.A. and L.A.A. 

Mr. Drummond stated that it would give him great pleasure to convey 
the vote of thanks to his colleagues on the Board of Governors. As long as 
he was associated with the Institution he would be pleased to meet the 
wishes of the Associations should they desire to meet again at St. Bride’s. 
Without the assistance of Mr. Peddie the Typographical Library would not 
have been in the position it is in to-day. Gradually the collection was be- 
coming better known and better used. St. Bride’s is the poorest of all the 
institutes founded under the City Parochial Charities Act of 1833. At a 
recent educational conference he had found it necessary to advocate strongly 
that technical education was never more necessary than at present, and 
he also had to defend the technical library from the unfortunate attacks 
of certain so-called economists. 
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NORTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


The Annual Meeting of the North Eastern Branch was held at the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Central Library on Wednesday, November 24th. Mr. 
W. H. Gibson presided over a small attendance. The Annual Report was 
presented. No meetings had been held since the outbreak of war, but the 
officers had kept in touch with members as far as possible, and had, in their 
dealings with the Central Association, supported the interests of the Branch. 
Resignations during the year had been unusually numerous. Fortunately 
some of them were translations to other spheres of library work, where 
other Branches would benefit by their inclusion. Fifteen members and 
associates had thus been lost, bringing the membership down to 47, the 
lowest recorded. At such a time this need not be greatly deplored, and there 
were already signs that an upward movement had begun. 

Mention was made of the revised education syllabus. It was thought 
that the N.E. Branch could justly congratulate itself on having had something 
to do with bringing it about. A memorable meeting held at North Shields 
in December, 1913, passed a resolution advocating a preliminary examination 
and calling for more recognition of the value of English. 

A tribute was paid to the memory of Mr. T. E. Turnbull. He practically 
founded the N.E. Branch as at present constituted. The Report said: ‘* This 
Association has not owed more to anyone than it did to Mr. Turnbull. At 
one time he radiated enthusiasm and inspiration. And at that time he gave 
us of his best. Not all librarians have a vocation. He had. And those 
who knew him will often remember him as a standard for testing the real 
librarian. 

The members afterwards decided that a future meeting should not yet 
be arranged. The few male members left are being recruited under the 
Derby scheme; and the next few months may find the Branch entirely in 
the hands of the female members. To meet this contingency two ladies 
were elected to fill, temporarily, vacancies on the Committee. Miss Forman, 
Victoria Branch Library, Newcastle, and Miss Ward, Carnegie Library, 
Benwell, were elected. Thus strengthened a management of ladies would 
be assured. Six new associates were elected, a successful start towards 
rehabilitation. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND ASSOCIATION OF LIBRARY ASSISTANTS. 


Despite the foggy weather on the evening of the 18th November, 
quite a number of members were present at the meeting at Clydebank, 
where they were welcomed by Provost Taylor. After a short tour round 
the Library, the members proceeded to the Council Chamber, where Mr. 
H. G. Pincott (Librarian, Clydebank), in the course of a short address on 
‘** The Aim of our Profession,’’ emphasized the need of guidance for readers 
commented on the scope for the librarian in this connection, and urged the 
claims and importance of training and value of associations such as that 
of the Library Assistants, in helping professional education. 

Mr. John Dinlop (Mitchell Library, Glasgow) read a capital eulogy of 
Rudyard Kipling as a prose writer, interspersing well-chosen extracts. 
A discussion took place on both papers, in which Miss M. Cochrane, and 
Messrs. Phillips, Cohen, and Provost Taylor took part. 


The Third Meeting of the Session was held at the Woodside District 
Library, Glasgow, on the evening of Wednesday, 15th December, 1915, and 
took the form of a Magazine Night. Mr. Frederic Kent presided, and there 
was a good attendance. 
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A number of short papers were read, followed by a discussion, in which 
Miss Cochrane, and Messrs. Kent, Norrie, and Robertson took part. 

The reading of the papers by Miss L. M. Cheetham tended much to 
the enjoyment of the meeting. Thanks were accorded to Mr. Kent, Miss 
Cheetham, and to everyone who had contributed to the success of the 


meeting. 





OBITUARY. 


The death has occurred, following a severe bronchial attack, of Mr. 
Thomas Bonner, formerly of Birmingham, and borough librarian at Ealing 
since 1883. He was the inventor of the Bonner indicator, which is in use 
in a number of libraries, and was a Fellow of the Library Association. 


OUR LIBRARY. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE PuBLIC LipRaRIES, Index catalogue of 
the Parliamentary Papers in the Public Reference Library. 
Compiled by JosepH WaLTon, F.L.A., Sub-Librarian, under 
the Editorship of Basrt ANDERTON, B.A. (Lond.), M.A. 
(Dunelm). pp. 74, 4to., boards. 


The preface to this interesting compilation states that ‘‘ Parliamentary 
papers are often regarded by the public at large as of little concern to any 
but politicians, and perhaps a few specialists; yet in reality the range of 
subjects of which they treat should appeal to a far larger circle.’’ We believe 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb issued part of the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Poor Laws in book form through the ordinary channels with 
much success. Another method of popularising these publications is by 
making their contents better known, and the Newcastle Libraries Com- 
mittee is to be congratulated on having had the courage to attempt this. 
The task, by no means an easy one, has been extremely well done, and 
reflects much credit on Compiler and Editor alike. The Catalogue has 
been produced on the same generous scale as the other publications of 
the Newcastle Libraries, and will form a valuable acquisition in any 
reference department. W.B.T. 


UNITED STATES. LiBRARY OF ConGRESS. Classification: 
Literature: Subclasses PN, PR, PS, PZ. 10-in. x 7-in. 
Wrappers. 273 pp. 1915. Washington: Govt. Printing 
Office. 15 cents. 


‘* PN, General literary history and collections. PR, English literature. 
PS, American literature. PZ, Fiction and juvenile literature.’’—Sub-title. 
This very important scheme progresses rapidly, and the volume before us 
is certainly not less important than those which have preceded it. The 
actual schedules occupy 216 out of the 273 pp. ; the tables of sub-divisions for 
use under individual authors occupy 12 pp., and the index occupies 43 pp. As 
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will be observed from the sub-title, the volume is confined to general works 
on the subject, to the literatures of England and America, and to fiction and 
juvenile literature in English, including English translations of foreign 
authors. ‘‘ The classification schedules for foreign literature are still in 
progress, and will, it is expected, be issued in several sections, French, 
German, Italian, etc., as completed.’’"—(Pref. note). The first subclass 
(PN) occupies 54 pp., and seems to provide a place for everything one would 
expect to find in such a class, as well as for a good many subjects which 
may, perhaps, appear strange in this section to users of Dewey. These 
include journalism, the theatre, including the art of acting, moving picture 
shows, Punch and Judy, etc., proverbs, and epitaphs. 

Subclass PR (English Literature) is the largest and most important, 
and probably the most interesting class to us. It occupies 96 pp., and is 
placed before American literature even by the National Library of the United 
States. It naturally commences with general works on English literary 
history and criticism, and then provides places for works dealing with 
special forms and periods. Pp. 83-153 are devoted to the works of individual 
authors arranged alphabetically, irrespective of form, under the following 
period divisions: Anglo-Saxon, Anglo-Norman, Renaissance (1500-1640), 
17th and 18th centuries (1640-1770), 19th century (1770-1900), and 20th 
century. The treatment here is in many cases extraordinarily full, no fewer 
than 9 pp. being accorded to works by and about Shakespeare for instance. 
Pp. 154-55 are devoted to the literary history, collected biography, and 
collections of the literature of: (1) English counties, regions, islands; (2) 
Scotland, Ireland, Wales; (3) Canada, Australia, India, Africa, and other 
colonial literature in English. American Literature occupies 51 pp., and is 
similar in arrangement and treatment to English literature. Individual 
authors are divided into the following period divisions: Colonial period 
(17th and 18th centuries), 19th century, 20th century. The schedules for 
fiction and juvenile literature occupy 2 pp., and are for ‘* standard and 
current fiction, including English translations of foreign authors.”’ 

It is to be noted that the main purpose of the volume is to furnish an aid 
to classification and not to give a complete list of authors represented in 
these classes of the Library’s collection. Space forbids us to comment on 
the notation employed in this particular scheme, or on the general arrange- 
ment or co-ordination of subjects. Suffice it to say that the scheme as a 
whole has been treated at some length in Sayers’ ‘‘Canons of Classification,”’ 
noticed in our December issue. H.A.S. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Associate: Harovp J. Millard (Harlesden). 

North Eastern Branch: Associates: Misses T. Corbett, Hood, Mather, 
Patterson, Patton, and Watson (all of Newcastle-upon-Tyne). 

Correction: West of Scotland Association: The Misses Cameron, 
Dornan, and Somerviile, are of Clydebank, not of Glasgow, as announced 
last month. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


*TupmMan, Miss Marcaret W., Junior Assistant, Worthing Public 
Library, has been appointed Assistant, Aberdare Public Library. 

The Misses D. M. Cuatktey, E. G. Hayter (formerly of the Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Public Libraries), Entp Dawson, and E. E. Rossins, have been 
appointed Temporary Assistants, Croydon Public Libraries. 


* Member, L.A.A. 











DUSTLESS and HYGIENIG LIBRARIES. some 


USE 


RIGENE “=== 
suggested by 
Floor—Hygiene). 
—— 


On all Library, Museum, &c., Floors and binoleums of every description. 








IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 


One Application of “‘ Florigene”’ effectively allays the dust and dirt for 2to 12 
months, according to the traffic, not only during each sweeping (without 
sprinkling of any kind), but also throughout all the intervening periods— 
which i is even of greater hygientcimportanee. 
‘* Florigene"' is easily applied and saves time and labour. 











These sanitary, labour-saving and economic benefits are not 
attained by sweeping-powders or any other method. 


Send for particulars and Medical Reports to the Sole Manufacturers— 
THE ‘DUST-ALLAYER” CO., 


165, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C., 


Contractors to Admiralty, War Office, H.M. Office of Works, 
Colonial Governments, L.C.C., etc. 


To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 


Please send us your Lists of Wants. 


We hold one of the largest stocks in the kingdom of Second-hand Fiction and 
JUVENILES (15,000 different titles), and in making our reports we give full 
particulars of the edition and condition of every book offered. 





OUR SPECIALITY— 
‘*Out of print’ Books at Reasonable Prices. 











J. PRESTON & Co., Public Library Booksellers, 


77, CLAPHAM PARK ROAD, LONDON, S.W 
*Phone No.: Brixton 1542. 


HEYNER'’S PATENT 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


Have successfully stood the test 
of Time in Public Libraries. 


A. O. HEYNER& CO., ‘scincron’Lonpon, n. 








GEORGE F. BANTING, 





Specialist Bookbinder 





to Public Libraries. . 





The only Bookbinder in London who, for 
twenty years, has made a speciality of Public 
Library Work, and by special methods and 
the utmost care in details, coupled with 
excellence of materials, has produced a 
Binding which, for strength, durability and 
finish, is generally admitted to be the 


Standard for Comparison. 


ae 


ALL LEATHERS GUARANTEED 
FREE FROM MINERAL ACID. 


is 


GEORGE F. BANTING, 


DANEMERE WORKS, 
DANEMERE STREET, 
PUTNEY. 
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All communications relating to the Library Assistants’ Association shousa 
be addressed to the Honorary Secretary, Mr. W. BENSON THORNE, Bromiley 
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the objects of the Association can be obtained. 

The address of the Association's Library is the Centval Library, 68, 
Holloway Road, Islington, N. (Miss C. MitcHewt, Honorary Librarian) 
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